
THE  UNIVERSAL EXALTATION (ELEVATION) OF THE PRECIOUS AND 
LIFE-GIVING CROSS 

 
 
The Reading from Exodus (15:22-16:1) 
 
 Then Moses ordered Israel to set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the 
wilderness of Shur.  They went three days in the wilderness and found no water.  When 
they came to Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it was bitter.  That 
is why it was called Marah.  And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What 
shall we drink?”  He cried out to the Lord; and the Lord showed him a piece of wood; he 
threw it into the water, and the water became sweet. 
 
 There the Lord made for them a statute and an ordinance and there he put them to 
the test.  He said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and do 
what is right in his sight, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I 
will not bring upon you any of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am 
the Lord who heals you.” 
 
 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm trees; and they camped there by the water. 
 
 The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the 
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Reading from Proverbs (3:11-18) 
 
  My child, do not despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the 
Lord reproves the one he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.   
 
 Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her 
income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold.  She is more precious than 
jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.  Long life is in her right hand; in 
her left hand are riches and honor.  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace.  She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are 
called happy.   
 



The Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (60:11-16) 
 
 Your gates shall always be opened; day and night they shall not be shut, so that 
nations shall bring you their wealth, with their kings led in procession.  For the nation and 
kingdom that will not serve you shall perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste.  
The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the plane, and the pine, to beautify 
the place of my sanctuary; and I will glorify where my feet rest.  The descendants of 
those who oppressed you shall come bending low to you, and all who despised you shall 
bow down at your feet; they shall call you the City of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One 
of Israel.  Whereas you have been forsaken and hated, with no one passing through, I will 
make you majestic forever, a joy from age to age.  You shall suck the milk of nations, 
you shall suck the breast of kings; and you shall know that I, the Lord, am your Savior 
and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text taken from RSV Bible 
 


